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D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
We’re not quite sure there are enough ways to say 

  thank you for the amazing year you made  
possible at the Kate! We started the fiscal year on July 1, 2018 
hopeful that many would join us as we planned a celebration 
of our first 10 years. We ended the fiscal year on June 30, 
2019 with more friends than ever—45,000 arts enthusi-
asts attended live music, theater, opera, dance, and film 
events and hundreds more participated in our education 
programs last year. That represents more people coming 
through our doors than any prior year!

This gratitude report hopes to capture just how special 
those 12 months were. Not only did programs like Kate’s 
Camp for Kids, Missoula Children’s Theatre, and   
Connecticut Public’s The Kate television series continue to 
thrive, but we also successfully partnered with the Garde Arts 
Center to jointly present The High Kings at the Garde in March 
2019. We were honored to again serve as the host location for two 
important community events: the Heroes Tree which is decorated with 
gold, silver and blue stars to honor those who have served or are serving 
our country and organized by local Gold Star Mother Kathryn Cross; and the annual 
Black Friday Concert that raises funds toward the Gowrie Group Challenge to benefit the 
Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Pantries.

We launched several new initiatives that broaden the Kate’s connection to the community, including our  
wonderful partnership with the Peach Pit Foundation and Veteran Tickets Foundation whereby we offer  
Connecticut veterans tickets to Kate events. And, we are proud to announce a new Katharine Hepburn  
Cultural Arts Center Scholarship that will be made available to an Old Saybrook high school senior each  
year beginning in 2020 (read more on page 9). 

Of course, our dedication to upholding Katharine Hepburn’s legacy continues as we look for unique ways to 
share our growing museum collection and present programs that prove Kate is as relevant today for her talent, 
her bold style, and her beliefs as she ever was. Having just acquired items of clothing from her wardrobe,  
costume sketches, and even her 1968 passport, the Kate also looks for distinctive pieces that may be loaned to 
the museum. If you have an item of Katharine Hepburn memorabilia or know of friends who do, feel free to reach 
out to us and be part of an initiative to tell Kate’s story in an even bolder way. 

With much to celebrate and even more to look forward to, we again express our appreciation to all our Members, 
donors, volunteers, trustees and patrons. Thank you for being at the center of our growth and success. 

We’ll see you at the Kate!

Sincerely,

Brett Elliott Paul Tracey
Executive Director President



A  T I M E  T O
C E L E B R AT E
Though we wouldn’t be officially launching our 10 year celebration until  
the February 2019 Oscar Night Party, the excitement was in the air from the 
moment the 2018-2019 fiscal year began. It was our pleasure to host so many 
friends, old and new, at these special gatherings. 

Annual Gala Honoring Ann Nyberg
August 25, 2018

The Kate presented its 3rd annual Spirit of Katharine 
Hepburn Award to our biggest cheerleader, Ann Nyberg, 

at our summer gala. Given to an individual who  
embodies the spirit, independence, and character  

of the legendary actress, the award recognizes  
individuals who possess the same tenacity and  

fortitude of our namesake. A resident of Madison,  
she is the longest-serving, full-time female news  

anchor/reporter in Connecticut television history and is 
WTNH-TV’s longest-serving anchor/reporter, where she 

produces the Emmy-nominated show “Nyberg.”  
Ann is both a trustee of the Kate and author of  

Remembering Katharine Hepburn: Stories of  
Wit and Wisdom About America’s Leading Lady.

Award recipient Ann Nyberg with Deb Abildsoe of presenting sponsor 
GSB Wealth Management, and Kate Executive Director Brett Elliott.

9th Annual 
Oscar Night Party

February 24, 2019

Another dazzling evening to honor our 
namesake, Katharine Hepburn, and her 

record of four Oscar wins. This event, 
organized by our Volunteer Guild and  

supported by student volunteers from 
Old Saybrook Senior High School,  

raises significant funds for artistic  
programming at the Kate.

The team from the H&R Block Old Saybrook  
office, Producer Sponsors of the Oscar Party.



Greg Beebe, Sennheiser’s Director Professional  
Audio, with Kate Executive Director Brett Elliott. 

Business Member 
Reception
April 24, 2019

The Kate is fortunate to be embraced  
and supported by many local businesses 
who contribute to a vibrant community.  
We recognized their contributions at a  
reception on the patio, followed by an  
electrifying performance by The Blues Brothers Revue. Many thanks to all who contributed  
to the swag bags—especially Sennheiser for providing everyone with an AMBEO Smart Headset!

Volunteer and Staff 
Holiday Party
December 4, 2018

We gathered the wonderful team at the Kate 
on a rare night off for our annual Volunteer 
and Staff Holiday Party. Many thanks to the  
more than 200 people who help us do what  
we do and for making the season bright for  
so many with donations to the Old Saybrook  
Holiday Giving Initiative.

Development Associate Ruth Yakaitis and Volunteer  
Coordinator Shirley Colquhoun, with an abundance of  
toys collected at our holiday party.

Paint Night with Vista
October 24, 2018

We joined with our community partner,  
Vista Life Innovations, for an eerily fun  

Halloween-themed Paint Night!



Volunteer 
Recognition
Reception
June 18, 2019

It’s hard to put into 
words just how  
special our volunteers  
are but we could start with dedicated,  enthusiastic, welcoming, and generous. Collectively, they donate  
more than 22,000 hours each year! In June we recognized all of them for their contribution of time to the 
Kate and honored those who had been volunteering for 10 years with a special gift.

Here’s to our volunteers who have been donating their time to the Kate for 10 years!

Member Reception
May 15, 2019

Members are the life force of the Kate! Beyond being  
some of our most ardent fans, Members provide  

year-round support and enhance their Kate 
experience with several benefits. 

The annual Member Reception offers a chance for Kate  
staff and trustees to connect with our Members.  

The weather was on our side this year as we hosted a  
lovely outdoor reception catered by Red Hen. Members  

also enjoyed a wine tasting by Angelini Wines and got a  
sneak peek at some of the new museum acquisitions  

of Katharine Hepburn’s clothing and passport!

Members Evelyn Gezo, Richard Patterson,  
and Lori Fritzer enjoying the reception.

Community Open House
May 27, 2019

In honor of our 10th year, the Kate hosted an  
Open House  immediately following the  
traditional Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony  
in Old Saybrook. Kids crafts were offered and  
guests toured the theater and backstage areas,  
and everyone enjoyed refreshments on the patio.

Kate Volunteer Guild member Lindley Sawyer helping participants  
with kids’ crafts at the Open House.



A  T I M E  F O R 
S H A R I N G  O U R
L O V E  F O R  K AT E

A Growing Museum Collection

Over the past year we added to the museum collection 
with several items of clothing that were either from stage 

and film productions or part of Katharine Hepburn’s  
personal wardrobe. We have also recently acquired her 

1968 passport, an autographed original LP of the  
On Golden Pond soundtrack, and several pieces of  

important ephemera documenting her life. The Kate looks 
forward to not only growing our collection, but sourcing 

other items that can be loaned to us as we explore  
opportunities for new and unique museum exhibits. 

Your Kate Stories

Your Kate Stories continued to come in throughout the year and  
are now archived on our website. It has been a pleasure to read  
and share the wonderful sentiments and vivid memories of our friends 
and patrons. Here is a favorite . . . retired Lt. John Kuzminski attended  
The Corvettes Doo Wop Revue show in February 2019 and mentioned 
the Kate firetruck that existed. As 
promised, he stopped in to share 
photos of the Old Saybrook Fire 
Department 1959 ladder truck 
that Ms. Hepburn helped to 
purchase. Though she was too 
modest for public recognition, the 
truck bears a license plate that 
says Kate! 

In Memoriam

The Kate is a close-knit family of staff and volunteers and this year we lost a 
dear member of that family. Kathy Ring was a volunteer from the moment the 

Kate opened its doors. In addition to ushering and assisting with special events, 
she was a familiar face at the box office window for years. Kathy was a friend 

to many and always brought humor and energy to the room. She will be greatly 
missed and forever remembered by her Kate family.



A  T I M E  T O  B E
I N S P I R E D
Katharine Hepburn served as a role model and inspiration for others in her  
field and beyond. While we hope that the performances and programs at the 
Kate also serve as inspiration, we often find ourselves on the other side of the 
coin—in awe of the people and partners we are privileged to work with! 

Kate’s Camp for Kids
July 9 through August 10, 2018

More than 150 campers, ages 5 to 10,  
joined us for weekly journeys exploring  

music, dance, and theater through  
mini-musicals presented on the Kate  

stage at the end of each week.  
After six camp seasons, we are still 

amazed at how creative, tenacious,  
and entertaining these young  

artists can be!

Anti-bullying Musical “Her Song” 
September 28, 2018

More than 400 students from shoreline schools attended  
a performance of the anti-bullying musical Her Song, which  

starred local teens and was written by Madison resident and  
Emmy nominee, Jill Nesi. This powerful piece addresses the  

effects that exclusion and negativity have on our youth  
and informs students about ways in which they can stand up  

against the cycle of insensitivity. The cast also performed  
an evening show that was open to the general public.



Second Graders Bring Art to Life
January 17, 2019

Second-grade students of ACES Wintergreen Interdistrict Magnet School in Hamden took a class trip to the Kate as 
part of a special project they had worked on that explored history through the arts. Each student researched actors 
and actresses who appeared in movies with Katharine Hepburn. Dressed as their “character” they took to the Kate 
stage and shared with us all they had learned from the viewpoint of that person. 

Sharing a Love for Classic Films
April 30, 2019

Students from Norwich Free Academy’s Classic 
Movie Club and several members of Rose City 
Senior Center toured the theater and enjoyed  
a private screening of the Kate Classic Mary of 
Scotland. This unique trip was part of the Classic 
Movie Club’s ongoing community service and 
outreach efforts with the Senior Center and  
we were excited to be a host venue!

Welcoming Our Veterans

Through a grant from the Peach Pit Foundation, the Kate now 
partners with the Veteran Tickets Foundation, an organization 
whose mission is “ . . . to provide tickets to events which reduce 
stress, strengthen family bonds, and build life-long memories and 
encourage service members and veterans to stay engaged with 
local communities.” 

As a not-for-profit organization, the Kate carefully balances  
proceeds from ticket sales and the expense of putting on a 
show, which can be tricky with just 260 seats. This grant  
allows us to offer complimentary tickets to veterans and their 
families to enjoy the performing arts. 

“Thank you so much Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center and VetTix for 
the tickets to Treasure Island. It was a unique take on the play, with only two 
performers. We all loved how we were included in the play. Thanks for turning 
a basic summer day into a magical experience that will not be forgotten!” 

—Kjrsten, United States Army



The Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center  
Scholarship

The Kate is very proud to announce the inaugural Katharine Hepburn Cultural 
Arts Center Scholarship established in honor of our 10th year. Its purpose is to 
annually recognize a high school student residing in Old Saybrook who has 
demonstrated participation in and an appreciation for the performing,  
visual or literary arts. In her youth, Katharine Hepburn was an avid athlete 
and fan of movies. During her time studying at Bryn Mawr College, she  
developed a love for acting and decided to pursue a theatrical career. After 
many Hollywood movies and roles on Broadway, she retired to Old Saybrook 
where she continued swimming and golfing, as well as painting. She was 
also very well-known for her baked goods. This scholarship award honors 
Ms. Hepburn’s diverse interests in the arts and her independent and  
spirited approach to life. The award is a $1,000 scholarship to be used  
to further one’s study in an area of interest at a college, trade school,  
or formal certificate program. 

A  T I M E  T O 
L O O K  A H E A D

Be a Part of the 
Kate Walk of Fame!

Pure Prairie League, the very first  
band to ever play in our theater,  
was welcomed as the inaugural artist 
in the Kate’s Walk of Fame, a paver 
walkway that will be situated directly 
in front of the newly restored iconic 
white columns on the Main Street  
side of the building. Individuals,  
businesses, and local organiza-
tions can sponsor a paver and add a  
custom message. These will be complimented by Walk of Fame pavers featuring names of artists who have graced 
the Kate’s stage and those of our Spirit of Katharine Hepburn Award recipients. Thank you to the many friends who 
have already sponsored a paver; to learn more about this exciting project, visit thekate.org/donate, or use the  
enclosed envelope. We look forward to breaking ground in the spring!



M E M B E R S  &  F R I E N D S
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The Kate just wouldn’t be the same without our Members.  
It’s your support that brings life to the arts in our community.  
For that we share a sincere thank you.

KENNEDY CENTER CIRCLE
Christine and George “Sonny” 
   Whelen IV

OSCAR CIRCLE
Barry and Jackie Gosin
Timothy and Nancy Haviland
Sabra Purtill

EMMY CIRCLE
Francis Adams, Jr.
Diana and Jerry Brophy
Stacey and Malcolm Cohen
Terri and Cosmo Corigliano
Elizabeth DeLuca
Edie and Skip Gengras
Patricia and Sam Jones
Paula and William Meo

GOLDEN GLOBE CIRCLE 
Christine Baranski
Kim and Angus Grant
Elisabet and Frank Landrey
Shannon and Brian Lapierre
Vivian Partridge
Rich and Cindy Patterson
The Rev. Canon Mark K.J. and 
   Eleanor P. Robinson
Peter Shoemaker
June Willson

TONY CIRCLE 
Marilyn Alfeld
Sallie and Robert Boody
Julie and Kevin Buchanan
George Davy
Peter DiNapoli and Christopher 
   Sandford
Meg Ferguson
Virginia and Rodney 
   Frelinghuysen
Tom and Evelyn Gezo
Victoria Graboys
Wayne and Barbara Harms
Diane Hessinger
Edith Huzar
Jane T. Kelly
Barbara and Bob Ley
Ellen and Mike Maguire
Dan and Judi Miglio
Kenneth J. Munro, Jr.
Ann Nyberg and Mark Mamula
Michael and Jo-Ann Price
Kathy Ring
Lindley Sawyer

Jonathan “Roc Doc” Schneider
Susan and Paul Tracey
Nancy and Frank Urban
Robert and Barbara Welsh

BEST LEADING ACTOR
Shireen and John Aforismo
Joy Anderson
Michelle and Mike Bjorkman
Peter and Joan Cahill
Peggy and Bill Chadwick
Charles Schwartz Foundation 
  for Music
Gene Chesanek in memory of 
   Patricia Chesanek
Paul and Kathy Connolly
John Coutoupis
Maribeth and Kevin Danby
Donna FitzGerald
Michael Giliberto and Anne 
  Mengden
Jeanne Guertin-Potoff and 
   Morton Potoff
Sandy Hart
Susan Kelly
Tom and Pam Moriarty
Susan and Wayne Mountz
Thomas Scanlon and 
   Kathryn Johnson
Penny and Steve Sigal
Bonnie and Tom Stone
Laura and Al Tiezzi
Bruce and Ivy Weiss
Tara A. Winch

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR
George S. Abele
Mark and Camille Alberti
Diane and Don Allen
Jonathan and Jeanne Allen
Mike Appleby
Stephen and Katherine Axilrod
Louis and Alice Bartolotta
Anne Bartosewicz-Mele and 
   Anthony Mele
Maureen Bedus
Jan Beebe
Pat and Tom Berarducci
Nancy Bishop
Ross and Joyce Bray
Dennis Buccilli
Frank and Shari Bugaj
Alan and Sharon Cantor
Susan Cecchini
Gwenne and Ray Celmer

Virginia Clarke
Thomas Connors
Audrey B. Conrad
Jennifer Cox
Peg Curran
Harcourt and Michelle Davis
Tyler and Pamela Dennett
Frank and Deirdre Donnantuono
Norma Dyson
Greg and Leslie Eck
Gene and Kay Ely
Sara and Craig Fanning
Charlie and Deb Farrow
Craig Frenkel
Lori and Steve Fritzer
Robyn and Jonathan Gengras
Elaine and Ken Gilmore
S. Carter Gowrie
John and Nancy Grzymkowski
Kathryn Hall
Kevin and Kim Hecht
Timothy and Paula Hemhauser
Sue Hessel and Karen Dahle
Frank Hoagland
Sidney Holbrook
Dr. Roger Holt
Chuck and Pat Holyfield
Jean and Carroll Hughes
Martin and Betsey Hyman
Barry Ilberman
James Iovieno
Margaret and Mike Kaczorowski
Barry Kelly
Christopher Kilbourne
John and Heather Kiss
Mark and Wendy Koschwitz
Hanna and Gerhard Krauland
Dennis LaRose
Martha Leclair
Lamar and Lisa LeMonte
Ed and Nancy Lonergan
Bunnie and Jim Lubs
Michael and Rebecca Lucht
Diana and Joseph Marino
Duby McDowell
Phyllis McDowell
Lynn and David McFarlin
John and Marcia McGowan
Jane McKernan
Jeffrey Todd Minor
Dr. Peter Mohrer
Linn Morgan
Beth Morris and Scott Cietanno
Jerry and Betsy Nicoletti
John and Patricia O’Brien

John Oliva and Nancy Krant
Lori and Guy Pendleton
Rolf Peterson
Jean Pfeifer
Lisa Picarazzi and Patrick Larkin
Christine Picklo and Alan Schwarz
John and Theresa Pierse
Brenda Planck
Kelly Rainey
Richard Ramondetta
Janice M. Reed
Lucy and Michael Rister
Kristen L. Roberts
Rich Robinson
Chris and Roddy Roosevelt
Allen Rosenshine
Marcia Sarrazin
Kristen Schaer
Jeffrey M. Schrimmer
Scott and Donna Semel
Walter and Lori Shepard
Jim and Jan Sherwonit
Maryann and John Shurkus
Damon and Pat Smith
Joseph Smith
William H. Smith III
Linda Spatz
Shepard and Marlene Stone
John J. Torrenti, Jr.
Judy Townsend and 
   Patrick McPherson
Denise Tucker
Peg and Howard Tuttle
Gary and Diane Volz
Bradley Waite
Robert Walker
Bill and Sue Webster
Timothy R. and Priscilla B. Wells
Anna and Bruce Wheeler
Betsy and Tom Whidden
Susan Wiedmann
George Willis
Steven and Helene Yates
Robert Yolles and 
   Monica Schaffer

NOMINEE 
Anonymous (2)
Lauren Agnelli and Matthew Male
David and Susan Anderson
Sydney Anderson and Ray Gaulke
Ray and Elizabeth Archambault
Ruth Armentano
Herbert and Annemarie Arnold
Barry and Wilma Asch



Mary and Bill Attridge
Eileen and Tom Banisch
Marcy Baratt
John and Brenda Barber
Andi Barouh
Jane Barrera
D. Hayne Bayless and Mara 
   Lavitt
John and Sue Beatty
Judith and Thomas Beers
Thomas and Anne Beggins
Ruthanne and Joseph Benkovitz
Kathleene Bernard
Joy and James Biggart
Bill and Natalie Billing
Curt Bischoff
John and Michele Boccalatte
Leigh Bonney and Larry 
Ritzhaupt
Katherine Brain
Wendy M. Brainerd
Catherine R. Branch and 
   Dan Stebbins
Greg Brenner
The Bubello Family
A. Lisa Burgarella
Mary Jane Butler
Anne S. Calanquin
Shay and Matt Cantner
Barbara Caputo
Mr. and Mrs. James Carfora
Devin Carney
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Cherry, Jr.
Jennifer Chu
Joanne Clark and Robert Speed
Susan and Peter Clark
Patty and Mark Clifton
Philip and Clio Coles
Shirley Colquhoun
Frank Contois
Nan Cooke and Dr. Kathleen 
   Maurer
Ned Costello
Tim Curtin
Joseph Cutrona
Mary Dailey
Michael Dambra
Eileen Dallas
Thomas Debski
Brian and Nancy Delaney
Paul and Mary Delmonico
Dr. and Mrs. Pasquale J. DeVito
Lindas and John Dillon
Laura and Chuck DiMauro
Elin Dolle
Jo-Ann and Leonard Dongweck
Marilyn Douglas
Marty Drobiarz
Bruce A. Dubay
Mary Lee Duff
Samuel M. Duncan
Doug and Melanie Elliott
Kirk and Judith Engel
Armand Famiglietti
Barbara Fantone
Patricia Farrell and Peter Sipples
Nancy Fischbach and Martin 
   Wolman
Bob and Madge Fish
Richard and Joan Fisler
Maureen Fitzpatrick and 
   Gerry Neipp

Noelle Flamand
Daniel and Catherine  
   Flynn-Donovan
Dennis and Michele Flynn
David and Terri Fogel
Stephen Forbes
Geraldine Foster
Robert and Holly Francis
Franklin and Joanne Friedman
Ron and Pam Friedman
Linda Frigon and Joseph  
   Kulowiec
Daniel Gaccione
Whit and Nancy Garlinghouse
Joseph Garner
Tina and Kevin Garrity
Rowena Gatta
Robert Gauggel
George A. Gesner
Luther and Joan Gibson
Donald and Joanne Gibson
Veronica and Richard Gilbert
Kathleen and Mike Giordano
Warren Gohsler
Richard and Patty Goldfeder
Tony Gomes
Charles and Deirdre Goodwin
William Gough
Heather and James Greacen
Peter M. Green
Scott Greenberg
Jacqueline Grier
Ken and Betsy Groth
Stefania and Jim Hall
Sherry Haller in honor of 
   Sonny Whelen
Gary and Jennifer Hansen
Bob Harris
Patricia Harris
Lillian G. Harter
Kimberley A. Hayward
Marge Helme-Brother and 
   James Brother
Richard and Kippie Helzel
Nancy and Tom Hennick
Hans J. and Liselotte Hess
Dave Hill
Joan Horwat
Mr. and Mrs. Alan House
Larry Hulet
Laurel Iaccarino
Maryann Iadorola
Corinne and Patrick Ingellis
Wally and Maureen Ivers
Joan and Don Jacobs
Lee and Joanna Jacobus
Kathleen and Al Jaffe
Carolyn A. Johnson
G. Leonard and Lauretta Johnson
Evan and Mary Beth Kass
Karl Kaufmann
Sara Keaney
Michael Kelley
Martha and Bill Kellow
Claudia and Bill Kelly
James Kerley
Rodney and Claire Kirouac
Sharon A. Klein
Kim and Ernie Koopman
Dr. William and Margaret Knight
Joan Krochmal
Gerald and Barbara Labriola

Bernadette and John LaDone
Linda Lane
Gerry Lang
Patricia and Bernard Lariviere
Kathleen and Bob Laundy
Donna Leake and Peter Jeskey
Bill and Kate Lee
Jack and Sue Leonard
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Lesnik
John and Elaine Lombardi, Jr.
John and Wendy Lord
Ed and Nancy Magrogan
Kathy Maher and Dominic 
   Della Rocca
Gregory and Limor Makoul
Rona Malakoff and Ethan Goller
Dr. Jay and Geri Mandell
Alison and Bob Marcinek
James R. Marshall, III
Nancy and William Marston
Barbara A. McAuliffe
Amy McCauley
Joy and Tom McConnell
Ginger McCurdy and Jeff Kotkin
Bud and Gail McDowell
Tom and Samantha McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. McGill
Phyllis McGrath and Patrick 
   Sheehan
Susan McIntosh
Renee and Bruce McIntyre
Jim and Lisa McKay
Heather McNeill
Sandy Merry
Joe Milke
David Miller
Robert and Karen Mohr
Nancy A. Mol
Stephen Monks
Victoria and James Moos
Joseph and Debra Morelli
David and Betty Morgan
Renata Morteo
Robert Mountz
George Myers
Ernest and Janie Nagler
Dennis and Laurie Nelson
Kenneth Ng
Jola Nowakowski
Britt Nystrom and Bob Fitzgerald
Donna Olivieri
Sueing Onken
Vitaline O’Toole
Kathy and Joe Pajor
Allen and Rosemary Palmer
Cynthia R. Palmer
John Paolillo
Jan and Greg Perruccio
Sheila McPharlin and 
   Walter Pierson
Robert and Lori Polito
Stephanie and Richard Porter
Maureen D. Prior
James and Catherine Probolus
Neil Pultz
M. E. Radcliffe
Eileen and Edward Radziunas
Robert and Mary Reed 
MaryBeth Lengyel Richardell
Sheila Riffle
Edie Riggio
Susan Riley

Carin and Stein Roaldset
Arthur Robertshaw
Thomas Roche
Ned and Norma Rogin
Frederic Lee and Virgina Ruck
Mindy Russo
William and Carole Sabia
Lorraine Samela
Margaret A . Samela
Linda and Peter Sanso
Donald Sattler
Wendy and David Savin
William Schaller
Greg and Nancy Schaller
Rick and Cindy Schaller
Harvey Schiller
Steven and Anne Schmitt
Karen and Eileen Schrempp
Mary Schroeder and 
   Cathy Spencer
Camille and Gregory Servodidio
Susan and Pat Settembrino
Thomas and Alicia Settle
Atul Shah
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Shanley
Charles Shelton
Robert W. and Charlotte S.  
   Shepard
Peg and Bob Shepard
Phyllis and Austin Sheridan
Pamela R. Shine
Paul W. Silverio
Kenneth Silvestri
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Small
Larry Solkoske
Larry Sorensen
Rich Splain
Lorraine S. Splain
Katie Stavola
Dr. Judith Stelboum and  
   Dr. Martha Stephens
Martha Story
Donna and Sam Stout
Jeffey and Patricia Susla
Don Tapper
Jeremy Taylor
Heidi and Wyatt Teubert
Demetra Tolis
Sloane R. Tomplins
Richard and Sharon Torrenti
David Tresselt
Gail and Bill Tubbs
Myriam and Robert Ulrich
Amy and Ronald Vender
Frederick and Constance Vogell
Linda Waldman and 
   Howard Sommer
Mary Walsh
Marsha Ward
Pamela Ward
Bev and Bruce Watrous
Michael and Karen Weamer
Chuck and Shelley Wehrly
John and Ellen Wells
Edward Whitaker
Tracey Wilds
Fred Williams
Thomas and Andrea Wing
Victoria T. Winterer
Heidi Wissmiller
Joseph Wollack
Grace Wong



Joanna and Douglas Wright
Walt and Laura Yeager
Kurt Zemba and Cathy Frank
Darlene Ziobron

FRIEND
Anonymous (1)
Lynne Allen
Debra Lynn Alt
Peter Aronson and Marie Landry
Bob and Marilyn Asal
Bill and Carol Augur
Steven Bafundo
Harold Barenz
Debera Barnes
Charlotte Barringer
Dale Bernardoni
Judy Betty
Lisa Bianchi
Abe and Gail Boms
Colleen Bonker
Eva N. Bowden
William Briggs
Christopher Devlin Brown
Katherine Brownell
Norma Bucko
Deborah and James Bussmann
Margie Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Butler
Donna and Michael Byrne
Eugene and Susan Canavan
Susan E. Castellan
Deborah Cheyne
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Cobb
Maura and Bill Cochran
Maryrose Conklyn
Brian Craco
Charles Crilly
Martin Cuddy
Robin Curtis
June Danaher
Alan Davidson
Emily Davison
Joe Davola
Holly-Ann Denison
Helen Depersia
Lloyd and Genie Dethloff
Woodbridge and Nancy D’Oench
Craig and Laura Dolyak
Lawrence Dowler
Andrew Drakos
Kenneth Elligers
Ruth Emblin
Kevin and Christine Fahey
Steffen and Dolly Finkelstein
William Fisher
Diane and John Gallo
Judith Gardiner
Barry Garvin
Joseph and Patricia Gherlone
Kathy Gifford
Carolyn Giliberto
Scott and Donna Gore
Kathy Grasso
Dolores Grieco
John and Alice Groton
Lisette Grunwell
Patricia J. Hagberg
Mark Hand
Andrew C. Hansen
Elaine Haughton
Laurie Fischer Heflin

Alice Hinchcliffe
Deborah Hoft
John and Dorrie Hughes
Carol and Herb Hulbert
Sharon P. Humphreys
Dianne Hunt-Mason
James Ingalls
International Bodybuilder  
   Chocolate Thunder
Wally and Maureen Ivers
Charles Jefferis
Gary F. Johnson
Kathleen Jones
Judith Kaan
Bernice Kaiser
Wesley and Laura Kasprow
JoAnne Kelly
Tom Keogh
Louisa and Jerry Ketron
Ed Klinkhammer
Lisa and James Lamoureux
Ann Lander
Frank LaSasso
Elizabeth Lawlor
Patricia A . Lenihan
Ronald A. Letkiewicz
Andrew Levine
Tedd and Carol Levy
Deborah Lewis
Bruce Lighty
Arnold and Camille Linke
Jay Lisnow
John and Elaine Lombardi, Jr.
Marshall Long
Marcia and Edward Machuga
Beth Magura
Robert Majewicz
Shirley Malcarne
Allison and Phil Maltese
James Masso
Stephen Matos
Cheryl Maturo
Dale Mayott
David McDonald
David and Marie McFarlin
Mary McGuiness
Diane McGuire
Martha McHutchison
Valnere McLean
Mac McMahon and  
   Diane Hitchcock
Nancy McNicol
David McNiff
Lewis Meier
Rick Messina, Jr.
Renwick Minchin
Neil G. Mitchell, Sr.
Barbara Molusis
Mary Jane Monahan
Dorothy Monteiro
Marlena Montgomery
Ernest and Janie Nagler
Susan Napiany
Katrin Nashelsky
Jerry Nickodemski
Scott and Lisa Nierendorf
Christine Nocera
Kendrick and Mary Norris
John and Jill Notar-Francesco
Don and Linda Nuhn
Kimberly Palmer
Elizabeth Parkinson

Jonathan Parsons
Bruce Pastuszak
Ken and Donna Pauze
Loretta Pellegrini
Frank Perrelli, Jr.
Catherine C. Petroni
David and Carol Pohorylo
Carol Powell
Lucille Prendergast
Tony Raucci
James Ray
Cameron Read
Robert and Marilyn Regan
Laura Reid
Patti and Bob Reinhardt
Nancy Renna
Daniel Peter Rex
Vincenza Richards
Nancy and Nicholas Robert
Ann and James Rolston
Anthony Romania, MD and  
   Linda Talerico
Anne Romus
Robert and Patricia Roseman
Kathleen Ross
Sandra Sager
Joan Salm
Julie Saviano
Brian Scala
Marlene Scharr
Rich and Beverly Scully
H. and J. Seltzer
Scott and Coleen Singer
Sherry and Dave Smith
Artie Smith
Ray Southland
W. Lee and Gloria R. Sparaco
Charles Stanwood
Paul Stefano
Cecelia Stevens
Camilla Stroud
Michael and Anne Sturges
Ralph and Janet Sturges
Lynn Tempesta
Deborah Tetreault
Paul Tirella
Richard Tynan
Gerry and Jane Vece
George Vezina
Margery Vogt
William Wagner
Rosemary Waldron
Rich Wall
Marjorie Warner
Diane Marie Watson, M.ED.
Kay and John Whritner
Laurie and Ryan Wichtowski
Linda Winters
Pam Woods
Cicely Worrall
Kathryn Wright
Karen and Joseph Wu
Yankee Tree, LLC
Barbara and Steven Yenco
Lorraine Yurkewicz
Dr. Marty Zase
Jeannette Zdanis
Debi Ziegler
David F. Zita, Ph.D.

DONORS TO THE ENDOWMENT 
FOR THE KATE
Paul and Susan Tracey

SOUND & VISION DONORS
Shireen and John Aforismo
Louis and Alice Bartolotta
Katherine Brain
Gene Chesanek, in memory of 
   Patricia Chesanek
Julie and Terry Clark
Thomas Connors
Nann Cooke and Dr. Kathleen 
   Maurer
Jo-Ann and Leonard Donqweck
Lawrence Dowler
Kathryn du Pree and Joseph 
   Marafito
Mary Lee Duff
Greg and Leslie Eck
Edie and Skip Gengras
Tony Gomes
Kathryn Hall
Jan Hamilton and Jim Sherwonit
Kevin and Kim Hecht
Richard and Kippie Helzel
Alice Hinchcliffe
Carolyn A. Johnson
Margaret and Mike Kaczorowski
Claudia and Bill Kelly
Susan Kelly
Elizabeth Knope
Donna Leake and Peter Jeskey
Patricia A . Lenihan
Robert and Barbara Ley
Camille and Arnold Linke
Michael and Ellen Maguire
Allison and Phil Maltese
Margaret McCarthy, in memory 
   of Andrew Jaworski
Phyllis McDowell
Jane McKernan
Dorothy Monteiro
Tom and Pam Moriarty
Sueing Onken
Kathy and Joe Pajor
Cynthia R. Palmer
Lisa Picarazzi and Patrick Larkin
Michael and Jo-Ann Price
Joan Salm
Robert and Catherine Sbriglio
Monica Schaffer and 
   Robert Yolles
Harvey Schiller
Karen and Eileen Schrempp
Walter and Lori Shepard
Damon and Pat Smith
Shepard and Marlene Stone
Michael and Anne Sturges
Jeffrey and Patricia Susla
Laura and Al Tiezzi
Peg and Howard Tuttle
Vickie Vogel
Gary and Diane Volz
Timothy R. and Priscilla B. Wells
Robert and Barbara Welsh
Christine and Sonny Whelen
Adela Wilmerding



DONATIONS
Essex Savings Bank Community 
   Investment Program
Sherry Haller, in honor of Sonny Whelen
Kohl’s Cares
Bud and Kathy Lichtenstein, in honor of 
   Ann Whithall and John Guimond
Elizabeth Malkin, in recognition 
   of Nancy Haviland’s work and  
   devotion to the Kate
Olympic Flooring LLC
United Way of Central and  
   Northeastern Connecticut

IN HONOR OF THE KATE’S 
10TH ANNIVERSARY
Shireen and John Aforismo
Herbert and Annmarie Arnold
Bob and Marilyn Asal
Ruthanne and Joseph Benkovitz
Carol and Edward Cadorette
Gene Chesanek, in memory of 
   Patricia Chesanek
Susie Karl
George and Susan Klug
Debbie and Joe Morelli
Dennis and Laurie Nelson
Vivian Partridge

IN MEMORY OF  
CAROL E. DAVIDSON
Amy and Eric Alford
Christine Andrews
Shelly and Michael Brill
Dianne Carey
Steve and Laura Cressotti
Lynda and Anthony Daniele
Mark Davidson “Aunt Carol 
   was a rock star!”
Susan Dooley
Bruce and Patricia Gray
Ted and Marge Hellstein,  
   Linda Thompson and Teri Hellstein
Attorney Linda A. Molta-Tetrault
Barbara A. O’Connor
Shawn and Mike Santomenno

IN MEMORY OF  
PATRICIA HOLYFIELD
Katherine Hence “In loving memory 
   of a wonderful woman, your friends 
   at ICF Group.”
David and Pamela Holliday

FOUNDATIONS & GRANTS
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Christine E. Moser Foundation
Community Foundation of  
   Middlesex County 
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
The Fischbach Foundation
Harris Legacy Foundation
Louis F. and Mary A. Tagliatela Foundation
Maximilian E. & Marion O. Hoffman  
   Foundation
Naktenis Family Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
The Nutmeg Foundation
The Peach Pit Foundation

Programming at the Kate  
is made possible with  
support from the Connecticut  
Office of the Arts, which  
also receives funding from 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts, a federal agency.

SUPPORT FOR THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PROJECT THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD  
ASSISTANCE ACT
Jensen Communities
Whelen Engineering Company, Inc.

CHILDREN’S SERIES SPONSORS
Crew 538 LLC
Vivian Partridge

MONDAY MOVIE SERIES  
SPONSOR
The Yakaitis Family

ANNUAL SPONSOR
Andre Prost, Inc.   

MAJOR SPONSORS 

  

   
   
                        

PRODUCING SPONSORS
Becker’s Diamonds & Fine Jewelry  
   of Old Saybrook
Essex Financial Services
Hoffman Auto Group
Red Hen Restaurant

SUSTAINING SPONSORS
The Andriole Group

2018 GALA SPONSORS

     

 
            

Ann Nyberg’s Network Connecticut
AT&T Connecticut
Kainen, Escalera & McHale PC
McDowell Jewett Communications
Paula and William Meo
Mercedes Benz of New London
Middlesex Hospital
Reynolds’ Subaru and Reynolds’ Boats
Hadass and Matthew Rubin

2019 OSCAR NIGHT SPONSORS
H&R Block, Old Saybrook
Becker’s Diamonds & Fine Jewelry, 
   Old Saybrook
Comcast
Gulick & Co.
Pough Interiors

IN-KIND SPONSORS
AllWaste
Fitzgerald Painting, Inc.
Sennheiser

BUSINESS PATRONS
B&L Construction
The Copper Beech Inn
Denali Outdoor
Gedney Kitchens
H&R Block, Old Saybrook
Pizza Works
The Shops at Mohegan Sun
Shoreline Eye Group

BUSINESS DIRECTORS
Downes Construction Company
Fromage Fine Foods & Coffees
The G3 Advisory Group
Grossman Auto
Lewitz, Balosie, Wollack, Rayner  
   & Giroux, LLC
The Monkey Farm Café
Project Courage
Structural Graphics

BUSINESS MEMBERS
Brick and Basil Wood Fire Pizza
The Clark Group
Cloutier & Cassella, LLC
Connecticut River Lumber, Co.
Cove Landing Development LLC
D. Corey Accounting & Tax Services LLC
JM Realty 
Law Office of Michael E. Cronin, Jr.
The Lee Company
The Lock Up Self-Storage, Branford
Luigi’s Restaurant
Northeast HR Consulting
The Paint Shop
Saybrook Hardware Company
Seaside Wine & Spirits
Stewart Renovation
True Enterprises, Inc.

MATCHING GIFTS
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union 
Eversource Energy Foundation 
IBM Matching Grants
Johnson & Johnson 
Medtronic Foundation 
Pfizer Foundation 
Stanley Black & Decker, Inc.
Travelers Foundation
United Technologies



our audience

 12% Old Saybrook

 44% shoreline towns

 34% remainder of CT

 10% outside of CT

 income $2,710,900

 53% Kate program revenue 

 30% memberships and contributions 

 9%  special events 

 6%  community partner programs 

 2%  other / investment Income

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
2 0 1 8  /  2 0 1 9

250+ 
shows 
& events

1,300+ 
children 
& youth 
participating in 
& appreciating the arts

645
members200+

volunteers

1,500+
museum 
visitors

150 tickets 
donated to other 
non-profits

expense $2,542,133

 68% artist & production costs

 16%  administrative & occupancy 

 8%  fundraising 

 6%  marketing

 2%  legal & professional

Accolades 
In 2018, the Kate  
was recognized as  
Best Theatre or Music  
Venue in The E-List’s  
Best of the Shoreline  
Readers’ Poll and with  
the Old Saybrook  
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Community Impact 
Award.

47
business 
members 
& sponsors

45,000+
patrons



Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center
300 Main Street
Old Saybrook, CT 06475

860 -510 - 0473

THEK ATE .ORG         

GRATITUDE REPORT
2018 / 2019

Humble Pie
November 20, 2018

Marc Cohn and the Blind Boys of Alabama
January 7, 2019

From The Kate, a Connecticut Public original series that is filmed in front of a live  
audience  at the Kate. Now in its 5th season, The Kate is aired on more than  
200 public television stations nationally. Featured performers include Marc Cohn  
and the Blind Boys of Alabama, Sheila E., John Oates and Rosanne Cash.


